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January 14, 2011
Dear Parent,

From April an important part of the funding the school gets will be based on the number of pupils and students we have who are entitled to free school meals.  

We know that there are a number of pupils and students who would be entitled to free school meals but who do not claim them, possibly for a reason as simple as not liking the food, or because they do not wish to accept this support.  This is of course everyone’s individual choice.  However, from April the school will only get additional funding (the ‘pupil premium’ you may have heard about in the news) we and the pupils and students are entitled to if those who are able to register for free school meals actually do so and remain registered.  This does of course not mean they have to have school meals if they do not wish to and the list of those who are registered is kept confidential at school.
It is really important to the school, in these difficult financial times, that you register for free school meals if you are entitled to them.

You are eligible if one or more of the following criteria apply to you:

· Your income is less that £16,190 per year.

· You receive income support

· You receive income-based jobseekers’ allowance

· You receive child tax credit (providing the family’s income does not exceed £16,190)

· You receive the guaranteed element of state pension credit

· You receive support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act

Once again, if you think you are eligible, whether you want the free school meal or not, please check you are registered as soon as possible.  We’ve made it easy for you, the form is accessible through the school website (http://www.broomhillbank.org.uk/parents-policies.htm) and it has the address to send it to at the bottom (or we can send it off for you if you prefer).  We can also help anyone complete the form who needs assistance – just call the school office.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Yours sincerely,
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Ms E. Leitch

Headteacher








